MARY ELUEN WILSON.
#TRS. COYNOLLY, THE GUARDIAN, FOUXND

GUILYY, AND SENTENCEDTO - ONE YEAR’S
VPRTAONMENT AT HARD T.AROR.

- Mary Connolly, the the discovery of ~whose
Arhonian treatinent of the little waif, Mary Ellen
"Wiison, cansed such excitement and indigpation in
\the community, was placed on trial before Recorder
FHackett vesterday, in the Court of General Sessions.
iThe prisoner, whosse appearance is any thing bat pre-
jpossessing, sat immovable during the proceedings,
never lifting h er eyes from the ground, except when
ithe child was first placed,on the stand. Little Mary
Ellen, an. interestingdooking child, was mneatly
dressed in the new clothes provided for her by the
thomane ladies who have taken an interest in her,
-and lizs so0 much improved since her first appear-
ance in the courta as to be scarcely recognized as the
cowering, half.-naked child rescued by Mr. Bergh's
«officers. The child was brouyrht into oourt in charge
.of Mrs. Webb, the matron at Police Head-quarters.
Mr. Bergh occupied a seat beside District At.
torney Rollins, and took an active part

in the proceedings. Thero were two in-
«.ictments against the prisoner, one for feloniously
assavltine Mary Ellen Wilson with a pair of scis-
aors on the 7th of April, and the other for a series
of assanlts committed during the years 1873 and
V1874, The trial yesterday was on the indictment
rctarping felonious assault.

'fhe little ahild was put wupon the
wtand, and  bhaving Dbeen  instructed by
'Recorder Hackett: in the nature and responsibility
lof an oath, was sworn. At first she answered the

nestions put to her readily, but scon became fright-
‘ened and gave way $o sobs and teara. She was soon
-reassured, however, by the kind words of the
‘Recorder and District Attorney Rollins, and intelli-
gently detailed the story of bher ill-treat-
ment. The scar on her forehead  when
.iaken from Mrs. Connolly’s honse, had beea inflict-
ed, she szid, by her ‘mamma” with a pair of scis-
sors. Het “mamma,” as she called Mrs. Connolly,
-had been ripping a quilt, which she held, and struck
her with the scissors becanse she did not like how
'the quilt was held. The child stated that she had
been repeatedly beaten with a long cane by her
et ynamina? without having done anything wronig.
The general cruelty and neglect of Mrs. Connolly
wers also testified to by the child, as has already
‘beep nublished 1 the proceedings of the preliminar
examinations, Mrs. Webb, Matron at Police Head-
quarters. Deteckive McDougall, Alonzo S. Evans, of
AT, Bergzh's society, Mra. eeler of St. Luke’s
"Misgion, Mrs. Bingham, from whom the prisoner
zented apartments;, Mra. States, and Charles Smith,
testified to the bruises and filth on tbe child’s body
<when rescued from Mrs. Connolly’s, and to the in-
gtances of ill-treatment which had come to their
Fknowledge. After an able argament from
District .Attorney Rollins and a charge of
characteristic clearnmess from <“he}Recorder, the
jury ‘retired, and after twenty minutes
“deliberation, returned a verdict of guilty of assanlt
and battery.

TRecorder Hzackett, addressinz the prisoner, said
that he had no doubt whatever of her guilt. She
had been accorded évery opportunity to prove her
innocence, and the court was faully satisfied that she
had beed guilty of gross and wanton cruelty.
He would have been satisfied if the jury had
tound her guilty of the bigher offense charged, Asa
purishment to herself, but more as a warning to
others, he would sentence her to the extreme penalty
of the law—one year in the Penitentiary at hard
labor. The prisoner heard her sentence without
moving 2 muscle, and preserved the same hard, cruel
expression of countenance displayed by her during
the trizl, while being conveyed to the Tombs.

A brother of Mrs. Connolly says that the child
+was legally adopted by the prisoner, who has the
Jegal proois in her possessiom, and will seek to fg'a.in
+he custody of the little one at the expiration of her

roorm of nunishment.

WORKING MEN'S FREE READING-ROOM.

The announcement that the  Trinity Glee
Club” would sing for the beneflt of the working men
and their friends, had the effect, last evening, of
completely filling the pleasaat rooms occupied by
the rexding-room with an orderly and appreciative

company.
The programme was made up of both grave and
bumorous pieces, which were received by the andience

wilh the heartiest tokens of approval.

)Miss A. Ring presided at the piano and afforded
ad titional pleasure by her excellent playing.

Mr. Howard Potter, during the evening, presented
to the working men on behalf of AMr. James Brown

and Mr, Lord 100 volumes of choice books. Mr.
Potter expressed the interest he felt in the success
of the First Ward Reading-room and Library, and
said that he hoped its true value might soon be more
extspsively appreciated by the merchants and bank-
ers of the lower wards. The library now contains
some 250 volumes, and to meet the wants of those
who constantly frequent the rooms, ought to possess

.doubdle that number of books. Besides Mr. Potter
the Trustees were represented by Mr. Stanton
Blake, Mr. D. Edwin Hawley, and Mr. John
Paton. A xpumerous company of ladies were also
seated near the platform. After the close of the
musical performances, refreshments, consisting of
ice-cream and cake were gerved to all present.

_ Before the adjournment, on motion of Mr. Paton, &
nranimous vote of thanks was given to the gentle-
;o1 composing the Glee Club for their contrbution
i .ward the entertainmentof the evening.

The reading-room and library will continue open
~aring the Summer months, and in the Anfumn the
lectures and entertainments will be resumed.
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