
  
 

   
  

     
   

 

   

   

    

   

    

                    
                

                
               

                    
                     

      

  

     

      

     

   

    

  

  

 
    

      

    

    

  

              

          

     

      

   

   

                
                

                   
       

      
   

          



Please explain your complaint on the reverse of this from. 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

 
JUDICIAL CONDUCT BOARD 

Pennsylvania Place 
301 Chestnut Street, Suite 403 

Harrisburg, PA 17101 
 

(717)-234-7911  

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
 
Rec’d:  
 
JCB No: 
 
County: 

CONFIDENTIAL REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION 
INSTRUCTIONS: Please type or print. If you wish to provide documents to support your allegations, please attach copies of those 
documents. We cannot return documents. The Board’s jurisdiction extends only to Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justices, Superior 
and Commonwealth Court Judges, Common Pleas Court Judges, Philadelphia Municipal and Traffic Court Judges and Magisterial 
District Judges. Once completed, you must sign and return this form to the address above. 
 
NOTICE: The Judicial Conduct Board has no authority to change a Judge’s decisions or rulings. Our jurisdiction extends only to 
conduct that violates the Code of Judicial Conduct or the Rules Governing Standards of Conduct of District Justices, which may be 
found at our website at www.jcbpa.org. 

Your Information: 

Name: James R Marsh, Esq. 

Address: 81 Main Street - Suite 305 

City: White Plains State: NY Zip: 10601 

Telephone: 
 (   914 ) 686-4456 
 (   914 ) 439-0253 

Judicial Officer’s Information: 

Name: Cheryl Lynn Allen 

County: Allegheny 

Type of Judicial Officer: 

  Magisterial District Judge 

  Judge 

Case Information: (If misconduct allegations relate to Court Proceedings.)  Case Has Been Appealed 

Case Name: In re Masha Allen Case Docket Number: 93789-1 

Your Attorney: Opposing Attorney:  Witness: 

Name: n/a Name: n/a Name: n/a 

Address:  
      
 

Address: 
      

Address: 
      

Phone:       Phone:       Phone:       

I certify that I have read the information concerning the Judicial Conduct Board’s function, jurisdiction, and 
procedures included in the accompanying brochure. I further swear (or affirm) that the above information is 
true and accurate. The statements in this complaint are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S. § 4904 
(relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.) 

   Date     Your Signature 



Revised: 08/10/2004 

Please use this page to explain your complaint, providing as much detail as possible.  
Attach additional pages if needed. 

Please note, it is not required that you present your grievance to the Board in person. Personal interviews are not required and are 
not usually necessary for our preliminary review, investigation, and understanding of grievances. If we need further information 
relative to your grievances, you will be contacted by phone or letter and arrangements will be made for an interview if deemed 
necessary. 

 
See the attached Statement in Support of a Confidential Request for Investigation 

 



STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF 

A CONFIDENTIAL REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION 

James R. Marsh, an attorney duly admitted to practice before the courts of the State of New 

York and the District of Columbia, hereby affirms under penalty of perjury that the following 

statement is true to his own personal knowledge, except as to matters stated on information 

and belief, and as to those matters he believes them to be true: 

1. I have been the attorney for fourteen year old Masha Allen (a/k/a Masha Mancuso / 

Maria Mancuso / Masha Ginn) since August 3, 2005. 

2. Masha was adopted from Russia at age five by a pedophile named Matthew Mancuso and 

subjected to extensive sexual abuse, including sadomasochism, starvation, and forced 

exhibitionism.  Masha is pictured in hundreds of child pornography images which are 

highly sought by pedophiles worldwide.  Her image sets are among the most popular in 

the world and are possessed by upwards of 60% of child predators apprehended in the 

United States and Canada. 

3. On May 27, 2003, the Federal Bureau of Investigation [FBI] raided Mancuso’s home 

looking for child pornography. 

4. When the FBI found Masha at Mancuso’s home, they contacted the Allegheny County 

Department of Human Services [DHS]. 

5. After Masha was evaluated by the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, DHS placed her into 

the foster home of Families United Network [FUN] foster parent Lynn Ginn (a/k/a Faith 

Allen).   FUN is a private child welfare agency contracted by DHS to provide foster care 

and adoption services. 
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6. At the time of Masha’s placement, Ms. Ginn was  

  FUN 

staff were reportedly told 

not to place children in her home.  Before, during and after Masha’s placement, FUN staff 

believed Ms. Ginn to be 

 

7. Even though Ms. Ginn was in the process of being terminated as a FUN foster parent, she 

incorrectly remained on FUN’s available foster placement list.  Ms. Ginn’s home was 

wrongly deemed available to accept Masha since it was “closed.” 

8. When FUN staff discovered that Masha was placed with Ms. Ginn, they attempted to 

classify it as a temporary placement. 

9. Almost immediately after arriving in Ms. Ginn’s home, Masha’s story was widely reported 

in the local news.  Ms. Ginn enjoyed the notoriety and almost immediately began calling 

Masha “Masha Ginn.” 

10. By the end of June 2004, Ms. Ginn declared her intention to adopt Masha. 

11. The termination of Mancuso’s parental rights and Ms. Ginn’s adoption of Masha was 

finalized in less than 11 months.  At the time, the average wait in Allegheny County for an 

adoption to be finalized was 22 months.  Nationally, the average wait for a 10 year old girl 

to be adopted from foster care was almost four years. 

12. Prior to Ms. Ginn becoming a foster parent with FUN, she lived with Judge Cheryl Lynn 

Allen.  The nature and scope of their relationship is detailed in the attached Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette news story of May 14, 2004.  [Exhibit 1] 
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13. During her employment by FUN, Ms. Ginn frequently discussed her friendship with Judge 

Allen with FUN staff.  She spoke of dinners at Judge Allen’s home and their close and 

personal relationship. 

14. After Masha was placed in Ms. Ginn’s home, Ms. Ginn reportedly told FUN staff that 

Judge Allen would speed up the adoption and do whatever was necessary to make the 

adoption happen quickly.  She also reported that she was going to change her last name 

to Allen so she and Masha could have the Allen name. 

15. On January 23, 2004, with the assistance and legal representation by Judge Allen’s court 

attorney Elizabeth Lacy, Lynn Ginn changed her name to Faith Elizabeth Allen in 

Allegheny County docket GD-03-20845. 

16. Upon information and belief, Elizabeth Lacy also helped Ms. Ginn complete the adoption 

petition and paperwork necessary to adopt Masha and served as her attorney in that 

matter. 

17. On May 14, 2004, Judge Allen, sitting in the criminal court, presided at Ms. Ginn’s 

adoption of Masha.  The transcript of that proceeding is attached.  [Exhibit 2] 

18. On May 24, 2004, a letter to the editor appeared in the Post-Gazette praising Judge Allen 

as a national role model.  [Exhibit 3] 

19. In June 2004, Ms. Ginn made a videotape of her engaging in sexual activity with a minister 

at her home  

20. On October 21, 2004, the Allegheny County district attorney filed charges against the 

minister after Ms. Ginn claimed that she was hypnotized by the minister and sexually 
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molested during a pastoral counseling session in her home.  See Allegheny County 

criminal docket CP-02-CR-0000569-2005. 

21. By December 2004, Ms. Ginn and Masha, with Judge Allen’s counsel and encouragement, 

relocated from Pittsburgh to rural Georgia. 

22. In March and September 2006, Masha 

 

23. On September 27, 2006, I received the attached anonymous letter from Johnstown, 

Pennsylvania which alleges that a judge in Pittsburgh used her influence to help Ms. Ginn 

adopt Masha.  [Exhibit 4] 

24. In October and November 2006, the Georgia Department of Family and Children’s 

Services [DFACS] investigated a report alleging that Ms. Ginn 

Dated December 21, 2006 

White Plains, New York 

  

James R. Marsh 

MARSH MENKEN & WEINGARDEN PLLC 

81 Main Street – Suite 305 

White Plains, New York 10601-1719 

Phone (914) 686-4456 

Fax (914) 206-3998 
Email JamesMarsh@MMWLaw.us 
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Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2006 

 
 Local News
    Latest News
    Previous Articles
    Neighborhoods
    News Obituaries
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    Weather
    Elections
    Photo Journal
    Transportation
    Events Calendar
    Lottery
    The Morning File
    Multimedia
    Casino News
    Capitol Notes
    Columnists
    Consumer
    Special Reports
    First Amendment

A tale of faith, hope and love blesses all

Friday, May 14, 2004

By Barbara White Stack, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

She got the call because her name began with "A," so she was first on the list.

Would Cheryl Allen be willing to take 
in a young woman who'd been in 
treatment for an eating disorder and 
was now searching for a job?

The call was from a fellow elder at 
Allen's church, Jubilee International 
Ministry in Plum, and she knew Allen, 
a juvenile court judge, wouldn't say no. 
The judge had been a foster parent, 
counseled young women on self-
sufficiency and worked on the boards 
of non-profit groups. 

 

http://oascentral.post-gazette.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.post-gazette.com/news/local/1014160534/Top2/gazette/House_06_holidaysectn_promo_ros/728x90holidaygift06nov.gif/34323632613836343435373564633530?
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports
http://www.post-gazette.com/lifestyle
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae
http://www.post-gazette.com/events
http://www.post-gazette.com/businessnews
http://classified.post-gazette.com/jobs
http://classified.post-gazette.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/pgdelivery
http://www.post-gazette.com/search
http://www.post-gazette.com/contact
http://www.post-gazette.com/cars/
http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/
http://www.post-gazette.com/breaking/
http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/headlines.asp
http://www.post-gazette.com/neighborhoods/
http://www.post-gazette.com/obituaries/
http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/education/
http://www.post-gazette.com/weather/
http://www.post-gazette.com/election/
http://www.post-gazette.com/journal/
http://www.post-gazette.com/transportation/
http://www.post-gazette.com/events/
http://www.post-gazette.com/lottery/
http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/morningfile/
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/03001/633764-209.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/casino/
http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/cnotes/
http://www.post-gazette.com/columnists/
http://www.post-gazette.com/Consumer/
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/03001/262208-209.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/firstamendment/
http://oascentral.post-gazette.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.post-gazette.com/news/local/643663143/Position1/gazette/MVED_max_localnews_position1/160x240mved13-nov06.gif/34323632613836343435373564633530?


 

 

 

 

 

 

Judge Cheryl Allen

And so the match was made. A young 
woman who had stopped eating after 
years of physical and sexual abuse at 
the hands of her parents moved into the 
home of a judge who'd spent a decade 
on the bench dealing with such cases. 

She would stay only a few months until 
she got a job and a place of her own. 
But in that time, the two bonded as 
Allen soothed her night terrors, 
connected her to faith-based counseling 
and simply listened when she needed to 
talk.

They came to regard each other as 
mother and daughter. 

In January, to honor that relationship 
and break from her past, the young 
woman changed her name to Faith 
Elizabeth Allen. 

Faith would go on to follow in Allen's footsteps, caring for foster children.

One of them was an 11-year-old whom she affectionately calls Mea, a child like 
Faith who suffered horrible abuse and night terrors. Just as Judge Allen awoke 
Faith from the overwhelming nightmares, held her and read to her religious 
passages, Faith in turn comforted Mea.

They believe divine intervention brought them together to give Judge Allen, the 
mother of three boys, the daughter she never had and to give Faith and Mea the 

 

 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pghmap/
https://ssl.post-gazette.com/placead
http://classified.post-gazette.com/auto/
http://www.post-gazette.com/xtras/a1pdf.asp
http://www.post-gazette.com/aboutpg/emailheadlines/
http://oascentral.post-gazette.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.post-gazette.com/news/local/777819612/Position2/gazette/Wholey_max_localnews_position2/160x240Wholeys39.gif/34323632613836343435373564633530?
http://oascentral.post-gazette.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.post-gazette.com/news/local/1237915306/Right1/gazette/House_06_askexperts_ros_top-righ/160x600askexpert06nov.jpg/34323632613836343435373564633530?
http://oascentral.post-gazette.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.post-gazette.com/news/local/1237915306/Right1/gazette/House_06_askexperts_ros_top-righ/160x600askexpert06nov.jpg/34323632613836343435373564633530?


help they needed.

It was three years ago that Faith went to live with Allen. The judge knew the 
young woman, then 24, had dropped to 70 pounds before getting treatment for 
anorexia at the Peniel Center in Johnstown.

But she didn't know of the abuse until the first time Faith suffered a night terror in 
her home. 

Banging and screaming awoke the judge. She ran to Faith's room and found her 
crouching in a corner. Allen reached out to her. Still unconscious, Faith cringed. 

When Allen awoke Faith, the young woman began to tell the story of a childhood 
destroyed by an alcoholic and physically abusive mother and a sexually predatory 
step-father. Faith went to foster care four times. Once she was abused there. But 
the last time, in a home where the foster mother's maiden name was Allen, she was 
treated well and not forced to return to her parents. 

Still, she struggled, suffering a heart attack at age 17 because of the anorexia. 
Finally, at 21, she was referred to Peniel, a faith-based recovery center. 

Eventually Faith met the church elder in Pittsburgh who asked Allen to take her in.

She stayed with Allen off and on for a couple of months until she found a job with 
a women's shelter and got a place of her own in the East End. After that, they 
talked, usually every day.

Allen helped her get counseling through Theotherapy Inc., a service for which 
Allen serves as a board member. 

And Faith seemed to be recovering. Still, Allen worried when Faith decided to get 
certified as a foster parent because so many abused children end up as abusers. 

 



But when the judge saw Faith with her first foster children, she knew it would be 
all right. "She has a deep capacity to love," the judge says, "If anything, my 
biggest concern now is that she wants to help everybody."

After she got her first foster children, Faith began attending Potters House 
Ministries in Braddock because of its programs for youngsters. Like Allen, the 
ministers there, Tyrone and Gloria Kemp, have embraced her as their own. 
Because of their kindness, she took her new middle name, Elizabeth, which means 
consecrated to God, at the suggestion of their daughter Tammie Brown. 

Faith had two foster children when a caseworker called her a year ago asking if 
she'd take a third, a 10-year-old who'd been abused, starved and medically 
neglected and needed a home immediately.

Faith said she couldn't because she didn't have another bed. Just as she hung up, 
she got another call. A friend was moving and wanted to know if Faith could use 
bunk beds.

Faith said yes and quickly called the caseworker back. She would take Mea. 

Just as when Allen agreed to take Faith in, Faith had no idea at that point how 
terribly Mea had been hurt. Faith believes God placed Mea with her because she 
could understand her pain and her needs.

"It is so awesome for her to be matched with a little girl of similar background 
who she is able to parent and minister to. I think it was by divine orchestration that 
it happened that way," Allen says. "And Mea reminds me so much of Faith. She 
has the sweetest, gentlest spirit."

Faith will never be able to bear her own children because of the abuse she 
suffered. But she will be a mother.



This afternoon, Faith Elizabeth Allen will adopt Mea. And officiating at the 
ceremony will be Judge Cheryl Allen.

(Barbara White Stack can be reached at bwhitestack@post-gazette.com or 412-
263-1878. 

Correction/Clarification: (Published May 15, 2003) The Peniel Center in 
Johnstown does not have any sort of connection to Jubilee International Ministries 
in Plum, and no employee of Peniel transported patients to Jubilee for classes. 
Incorrect information regarding the center and the church was given in a story 
yesterday about a woman who graduated from Peniel's program, then began 
traveling from Johnstown with other Peniel graduates to attend classes at 
Jubilee. )

 
 

E-mail this story  Print this story  
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LexisNexis(TM) - Document

         LexisNexis™

 
Copyright 2004 P.G. Publishing Co.   

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (Pennsylvania)
 

May 24, 2004 Monday SOONER EDITION
 
SECTION: EDITORIAL, Pg.A-14 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
LENGTH: 76 words 
 
HEADLINE: JUDGE, ROLE MODEL 
 
BODY: 
It is rewarding to know that among us are still individuals who have compassion and are willing to 
extend a helping hand to those in need. Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge Cheryl Allen over the 
years has served the judiciary with a sense of honesty, character and integrity, which has attracted the 
attention of those of us who reside in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania and across the nation ("A 
Tale of Faith, Hope and Love Blesses All," May 14). 
 
 
 
LOAD-DATE: May 25, 2004 
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