ﬁ hLCE PHCTI°G Pomit ro¢-
Kerod Translation & Secretarial Service

Emblem
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Ministry of Women’s, Children and Youth Affairs
Date: 23/02/2011
Ref. No. 2/F.26/826/03
To: The Honorable Mr. Desalegn Berhe

President of the Federal First Instance Court
Addis Ababa

Subject: inter-country adoption

In accordance with Proclamation no. 691/2003 issued to provide for the powers of executive
organs, the Ministry of Women'’s, Children’s and Youth Affairs is entrusted with the powers of
creating awareness and the needed mobilization towards ensuring the rights and wellbeing of
children, coordinating the concerned organs to ensure the interest of maintaining the rights and
safety of children, to monitor the performance of international contracts concluded as regards to
children and to submit reports thereon, conducting studies as regards to children’s affairs and
collection of information. In this respect, the Ministerial Office has organized a directorate to
undertake the duties of maintaining the rights and safety of children. As such, the directorate is
undertaking the following duties:

e Preparation of programs, strategies, directives and manuals to facilitate for the
implementation of national laws, international conventions as well as policies and
provision of support towards the implementation of same;

e Engaging in awareness creation activities that enable the society to have appropriate
understandings as to the rights to which children are entitled;

e Creating mobilization directed at developing the participation of the society in protecting
the rights of children;

e Provision of trainings to organs that are engaged in endeavors related to children’s rights,
provision of technical and various supports, creating capacity to bring about change:

e Creating and enhancing child protection system;

e Expanding quality support and care programs for children living under difficult
situations; enhancing the culture of mutual assistance and related values of the society
and creating sense of responsibility;

e Coordinating stakeholders in relation to maintaining or enforcing the rights of children;
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e Identifying best practices in relation to protection of the safety of children. drawing
lessons from same and expanding its applicability;
e Facilitation of access to alternative services to children living under difficult situations;
e Ensuring that children’s affairs are included in all laws, policies and plans 1ssued by all
sector offices and providing necessary support and follow-up;
¢ Organizing information pertaining to children using modern information technology and
making sure that such information is accessible;
e Mobilization of stakeholders whereby working with all concerned organs to make sure
that the natural and social environments are suitable to children:
e Increasing the participation of children in family affairs and in the development of the
country;
e Creating a system of monitoring and evaluation for subsequent implementation;
In this respect, the Ministerial Office has brought together its resources and is endeavoring to
make more than 52% of children in the society beneficiaries. Without prejudice to this fact, the
Ministerial Office is playing a key role in inter-country adoption. Among its roles are included
examining documents of prospective adoptive parents and giving opinions thereon, preparation
and issuance of various documents that enable children to be placed with their adoptive parents,
organizing documents pertaining to children to be adopted and making such documents
accessible to the adopted children and their relatives upon request, following up the future
situations of children after having been placed with the adoptive parents. In undertaking the

above stated major activities, the Ministerial Office is carrying out its duties in a manner that

best serves the interests of children.

In a situation where there are a number of problems related to inter-country adoption, it would be
mandatory to examine the pertinent documents of prospective adoptive parents before opinions
are given to the court of competent jurisdiction. We would also need to ensure that such
documents are bona fide. Considering the present situation, it is found rather difficult to examine
up to 50 files per day and, among these, to scrutinize files of prospective adoptive parents of 2 to
3 children to assess accuracy and to take time where additional investigation in the matter is

warranted.

[t is known that working with the executive organs at varying levels and the community to avoid
the unethical and illegal acts in relation to adoption is fundamental. There is also no doubt that

taking time to investigate the processes of adoption is highly important to decrease the
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incidences of adoptions pursued in an illegal manner using falsified documents and leading to
violation of the rights and safety of children. Considering the current practice of adoption, the
above stated predicaments exist and the Ministerial Office finds it necessary to examine these
issues with emphasis. In the business process re-engineering conducted in the office, we find that
the major objective should not be to work towards concluding international adoptions but to
focus on strategic issues whereby decreasing the vulnerability of children and ensuring that
children who are found to be vulnerable are provided with family and community based services.

This would require deployment of the available human resource in strategic issues.

In another respect, avoiding procedures that are impediments to the service, illegal and not in
line with the rights and safety of children as well as examining the documents of prospective
adoptive parents would be important in minimizing the problems that may be faced by the
adopted children, the adoptive parents and the natural family or relatives or guardians of the

children.

We find that is would be appropriate to examine a limited number of files on daily basis and to
give accurate and appropriate opinions as well as to focus on strategic matters in order that the
Ministerial Office would duly discharge the responsibility entrusted to it in light of mainlining
the rights and safety of children as recommended in the business process re-engineering.
Therefore this is to notify that we would only be able to give opinions on a maximum of five

adoption files effective as of March 10, 2011.

Kind regards,
Signe
Frenesh M

cc.
The Federal First Instance Court
Bole Assigned 3™ Civil Bench
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Ministry of Women'’s and Children’s Affairs
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