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Getachew Duki
Law Consultant and Attorney at Law
Date:04/0t/201I

To: Mr. Ali Siraj Mohammed
Director General
Charities and Societies Agency
Addis Ababa
Our agency had addressed the letter dated I4/L2/2010, reference no.
BFAS/293/10, previously and this letter constitutes a continuation

thereof. Therefore, our agency expects an expeditious, legal and
substantiated response.

1. our agency was evaluated on the
inspectors comprising

of

of April by a team of
from the Ministry of

10th

members

women's, children's and youth's Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Charities and Societies Agency;

2. on the 9'n of July, a report

was presented by chirdren's Rights
Enforcement Director and the Legal cases section and such
report was submitted in the court's session by Mr. Abebe Tigabu
on December 28, 2010. However, w€ were not given the
opportunity of being cognizant of such evidence and to give our
opinion thereon before and after its presentation. This, we
believe, contravenes the principles of transparency, rule of law
and accountability. The report, not only ourselves, but bypasses
the agency.

As verified by the letter issued by the Legal Affairs Officer of the
Ministry of women's and children's Affairs, dated october LL, 2o!0,
there was no evidence to substantiate the allegations made against us.
In this regard, the office made requests for future collection of
evidences by the police and to have the testimonies of witnesses.
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Under such circumstances, we are of the opinion that the agency was
mislead into taking measures without there being sufficient ground
under the law and evidences pertaining thereto.

The report that was considered as the grounds for the measure taken
against us is close to one year old. In addition, such reports were not
approved by a senior organ. The legal officer of the ministerial office
addressed a letter to the agency, under reference no. 62L/oL,
requesting the closure of the agency in pursuance to Article 92. On the
other hand, there was no mention of which of the items listed under
the article cited pertains to the allegations.

In addition, it was not identified whether or not the incident was
committed during the periods that the informant was in office in our
agency. Further, it was not clearly stated as to whether the measure
taken by the agency is on the grounds of either of Sub-Article 1 or 2 of
the above stated article. Therefore, without prejudice to the fact that
the request made by the legal officer is inappropriate under the above
circumstances, we express our position on the charges brought against
us as follows:

3.

The charges:

The claim that the children were not properly handled:
The petty cash assigned for the children at the time was mishandled
by Mr. Abebe and the case surfaced, consequenily, a decision was
made to the effect that the children would be returned back to their
orphanages.

The allegation that there was no integrated procedure:

The officer who was then in office was unable

to implement the
manual issued by the agency which was prepared by an expert. In this
regard, a competent person was searched for to assume responsibility
and has been implemented accordingly.

The twenty children

with respect to whom contract of adoption
was approved and eight of them whose contract of adoption
was not approved:

Even though the allegation fails to specifically state the identities of
the B children, the children who were being provided with assistance
by virtue of the contract signed with the orphanages were returned

back

to the

respgcliye..llstitutions.
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It is rather inappropriate t9
-af/

consider such transfer illegal. This allegation clearly shows that the
committee seeks to incriminate our agency rather than guiding us to
good deeds.

Concerning the seven children

It

was alleged that children who were found abandoned in Asasa
Gedeb were pretended to have been abandoned in the city of Addis

Ababa.

However, evidence issued by the police commission shows that these
children were found abandoned in the city of Addis Ababa. The
authenticity of such evidence was duly verified. A similar criminal
charge was instituted against our agency in Shashemene at the
concerned High Court in which case the charges brought against us
were dismissed. As such all necessary legal formalities were fulfilled
for the children and they have been united with their adoptive parents
in the United States. Therefore, the report was only intended to attack
our agency and has no legal, evidential or moral ground.

The payment claimed to have been paid to Mrs. Fozia, mother
of child Fevenl
Mr. Tigabu Abebe, who was in charge at the time, wrote a letter with
his own handwriting purporting that Mrs. Fozia was destitute and
pretending as though the letter was written by Mrs. Fozia. The
Ministerial office is well aware that the payment order was given by
Mr, Abebe Tigabu himself. otherwise, purporting that Mr. Assefa made
the payment order is rather inappropriate and this is a strategy
intended to deliberately harm our agency.

our agency has taken an appropriate measure by discharging

Mr.

Abebe Tigabu who is the responsible party for all the defaults.

Hence, we request the Agency to reverse the decision made for the
closure of our agency without there being any sufficient cause that
falls under Article 92 of the proclamation. Without prejudice to the
meticulousness expected from us towards the finance and properties
of the agency, we would like to express our gratitude for the measure
taken to avoid hindrance of works that relate us with third parties.
We urge Mr. Abebe Tigabu to stop his illegal act of disseminating false

propaganda on the basis of the confidential information he had
obtained from Charities and Societies Agency and the Ministry of
Ncs.Abr NSLSCW

women's, children's and youth's Affairs. The damages that may follow
from his acts will cause liability on the side of himself but other organs
as well in a situation were his allegations are not true.
The petition submitted by Mr. Abebe Tigabu requesting the dismissal
of the charges and suit submitted against him on the grounds of
breach of trust and requesting the return of the funds of the agency,
which he misappropriated, follows the decision made to ciose our
agency. Therefore, we request the agency to intervene into these
cases. we would like to make known that we shall sue Mr. Abebe
Tigabu for the damages he has caused having mislead various
government organs and the mass media.
Kind regards,
Signed
cc.
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The Federal Ministry of Justice
Ministry of Federal Affairs

Minister

of the Ministry of women's, children's and youth,s

Affairs
Board of Charities and Societies Agency

women's and children's Affairs Bureau

Government
Addis Ababa Police Commission
Better Future Adoption Services
Addis Ababa

Enc.

5 Pages Photocopy;
Sealed:
Getachew Duki
Law Consultant and Attorney at Law
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of Addis Ababa city

