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MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR CAR BUYING EXPERIENCE AT TOYOTA OF
PASADENA with the help of the Filipino Fleet Department. Composed
of Fleet Director Jules Perlas, Fleet Manager Elcer Hernandez, and
Fleet Sales Ramon Hernandez, this reliable team will deal with
you in a straightforward, honest and hassle-free manner. They
will get you what you want and what you need, no frills. Avail of
all the basic and minor services that your vehicle needs. If you
are a buyer, choose from their amazing deals and get one done. If
you're planning to get a new car and have not been to Toyota of |
Pasadena, then wait no longer. Drop by Toyota of Pasadena today
at 3600 E. Foothill Boulevard, right in front of Foothill's commercial
area. Call (626) 795-9787 or 1-866-463-7555. You may also shop
online or browse through their current specials at their website,
www.toyotaofpasadena.com and click on Filipino Fleet Department.
(Advertising Supplement)
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By Atty. Michael Gurfinkel

DEAR Attorney Gurfinkel:

My husband and I are US
citizens, and have been trying
to have a child for several years
now. My unmarried niece in the
Philippines is pregnant, and is
about to give birth. She is very
poor and cannot afford to raise
the child. Iknow that I will be
able to provide a good life for
her child. I was thinking of fly-
ing to the Philippines when the
child is about to be born, and
have the child’s birth certificate
registered, showing me as the
natural mother.

My husband and I would
then apply either for a US pass-
port for the child, or petition
the child.

Do you think that we will
encounter any problems if we
were to claim the child as our
own, and bring the child to the
us?

Very truly yours,

SA

Dear SA:

I would strongly advise
against bringing the child to
the US in the manner you sug-
gest. The Embassy and the
Philippine authorities refer to
this type of wrongful conduct as
“adoption fraud.” Typically, this
fraud involves a married couple
falsely claiming a “given” child
as theirs, (through a supposed
birth) and applying for a US
passport for the child, or filing
a petition for the child as their
own “immediate relative”.

The US Embassy is well
aware of how people attempt
to engage in such fraud. The
Foreign Affairs Manual (which
is amanual containing guidance
for the Embassy), lists various
types of suspicious activity,
which may indicate “adoption
fraud”, and the steps the Con-
suls should take in order to de-
termine whether or not the child
is the couple’s natural child.

If a man claims a child is his
natural child, but the circum-

The Embassy is Aware
of ‘Adoption Fraud’

stances surrounding the birth
of the child are suspicious,
the Embassy may decide to
dig deeper, and investigate
whether or not the supposed
father had access or physical
contact with the mother at or
about the time of the concep-
tion. For example, if a child was
born in a particular month, the
Embassy would want to make
sure that the father and mother
were together nine months
earlier. 1If the documentation
shows that the father was in the
U.S., and the mother was in the
Philippines during the time of
the supposed conception, then
how could he be the father of
the child?

If a woman claims to be the
mother, some of the warning
signs of adoption fraud are:

1. The alleged mother arrives
in the Philippines only a few
days before the child’s birth.

2. The alleged mother is
middle-aged, or this is the first
child of a couple who has been
married for many years.

3. The child was born in a
private home (not a hospital),
with the mother unattended,
or only with a midwife (hilo?
present.

4. The alleged mother claims
to have had no prenatal care
and not to have known the
baby’s due date.

5. The alleged mother claims
the child was born prema-
turely.

6. The physical features of
the child and the alleged par-
ents do not seem compatible
(the child does not resemble
the parents).

7. The mother has no pic-
tures of herself while she was
pregnant.

8. A medical exam of the
“mother” reveals she never
gave birth.

There are many more “warn-
ing signs” of adoption fraud,
and if any of these warning
signs are present, the Embassy
will undoubtedly investigate
further, including interviewing
neighbors. The Embassy may
even suggest that the couple
undergo DNA testing, in which
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case the results must be at least
a 99% “match”, in order for
paternity or maternity to be
established.

If anyone wants to bring in a
child, I suggest that they seek
the advice of a reputable At-
torney, and do it the legal way,
by adopting the child through
court action before the child’s
16th birthday. There are two
ways to adopt:

Petition the child as an or-
phan (f the parents are dead,
have abandoned the child, or
the natural motheris in capable
of providing proper care and
support),

Petition the child as an ad-
opted child (by having two
years of legal and physical
custody).

Also, the natural parents
should not be raising the child
you adopted. Even if you satisfy
the requirements of adoption,
the case could still be denied if
the natural parent(s) continue
exercise “primary parental
control” over the child. If you
are going to adopt, you need
to follow and comply with
the rules, and not try to find
ways around them. Under no
circumstance should anyone
engage in adoption fraud. It is
wrong and illegal.

*k%

Michael J. Gurfinkel is licensed, and an
active member of the State Bar of California
and New York. All immigration services
are provided by, or under the supervision
of, an active member of the State Bar of
California. Each case is different.

WEBSITE: www.gurfinkel.com

Call Toll free to schedule a consultation
for anywhere in the US:

1- (866) - GURFINKEL

Four offices to serve you:

LOS ANGELES - SAN FRANCISCO - NEW
YORK - PHILIPPINES

The information contained herein (including
testimonials, “Success Stories,” endorsements
and re-enactments) is of a general nature,
and is not intended to apply to any particular
case, and does not constitute a prediction,
warranty, guarantee or legal advice regarding
the outcome of your legal matter. No attorney-
client relationship is, or shall be, established
with any reader.
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AIRLINE TICKETS

GTC Travel and Tours
Affordable Tickets fo

SF IL1H

the Philippines
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E-Ticket sent by Email, Fax and Mail

1-877-744-4246 or (415) 781-0472
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MANILA EXPRESS INC
Offering Ocean Container Cargo Worldwide
Automabiles / Personal Effects / Commercial Goods
Spacial Rates 1o the Philippinas
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Containers 20" Dry
Containers 40" Dry
Containers 45" Dry
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Gerardo de Guzman

Joe Lang 4

(510) 719-9229 (510) 719-7238
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SF528

MoneyGram International cordially seeking
agents:

* [ncrease your revenue and store traffic
» No extra investment required
« Easy to operate

|f you are interested. please contact
East Coast Harry Yang 661-210-6243
West Coast Ted Lee 213-700-2627

Mon

eyGram. x@

International Money Transfer

KNOW HOW. KNOW . NOW
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TEL: 510-223-1120
510-507-1717

FAX: 510-223-1201

| Construction Co.

Building, Engineering Contractors and Design
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P.O. BOX 20488, EL SOBRANTE, CALIF. B4820-0488

* Mew Construction

* Addition and Remodeding
* Retaining Wall

* Drainage and Sewer

* Plan and Specification

A mMusT READ FOR FiLIPINOS IN AMERICA.

For ad inquiries call
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NEVADA -- MADALLI!

FILAM Inc. Multi Services
1255 Stardust Street Reno, Nevada 89503

FREE INFO: Call (775)303-4433
www.filamusa.com
Ask for John “Romy” Rose
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Booth Renters Wanted

MANICURISTS
AESTHETICIANS
HAIRSTYLISTS
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Newly Built, Upscale,
Full Service plus Day Spa
Centrally Located - Management on Site
Busy D.l. / Maryland Pkwy Area

Please call

702.498.0644
702.451.2111

Modern, Clean Salon
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